
RALEIGH | The North Carolina A. Craig Phillips Superintendent of the Year is chosen  jointly by 
the North Carolina Association of School Administrators (NCASA), NCASA’s core affiliate 
the North Carolina School Superintendents’ Association (NCSSA) and the North Carolina 
School Boards Association (NCSBA), with support and sponsorship from worldwide            
education leader Scholastic. The honor is awarded to a superintendent who exhibits                      
outstanding leadership in service to K-12 public schools and is named in honor of the late A. 
Craig Phillips, former State Superintendent of Public Instruction in NC. The eight regional               
winners and 2022 A. Craig Phillips Superintendent of the Year nominees are as follows: 

NC Association of School Administrators Press Release 

8 Nominees Vie For 2022 Superintendent Of The Year Award;  
State Winner To Be Announced November 11 In Greensboro 

 Region 1 Northeast Mr. Matthew Cheeseman, Beaufort County Schools 

 Region 2 Southeast Ms. Lisa Jackson, Pamilco County Schools 

 Region 3 Central Dr. Valerie Bridges, Edgecombe County Schools 

 Region 4 Sandhills Dr. Aaron Fleming, Harnett County Schools 

 Region 5 Piedmont/Triad Dr. Kim Morrison, Mount Airy City Schools 

 Region 6 Southwest Dr. Andrew Houlihan, Union County Schools 

 Region 7 Northwest Mr. Mark Byrd, Wilkes County Schools 

 Region 8 Western Mr. Mark Garrett, McDowell County Schools 

The recipient named 2022 A. Craig Phillips North Carolina Superintendent of the Year will        
receive $5,000 and continue on to compete for the 2022 National Superintendent of the Year 
award, given at the American Association of School Administrators’ National Conference 
on Education held February 17-19, 2022, in Nashville, TN. 

NCASA is a non-profit membership organization serving over 7,000 school administrators from 
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across North Carolina and uniting 12 educational leadership groups with the common mission 
of ensuring student success through visionary leadership. www.ncasa.net 

 

NCSSA, a core affiliate of NCASA, is the membership and professional development             
organization for superintendents from North Carolina’s 115 public school districts. 
www.ncsuperintendents.org 

 

NCSBA is a non-profit organization that represents the 115 local boards of education in North 
Carolina and the Cherokee Central School District. The organization seeks to provide            
leadership and services that enable local school boards to govern effectively. www.ncsba.org 

 

Scholastic Education was founded in 1920 as a single classroom magazine. Today,              
Scholastic books and educational materials are in tens of thousands of schools and tens of       
millions of homes worldwide, helping to Open a World of Possible for children across the globe. 
www.scholastic.com 

 

For Media Contact: 

Rick Scoggins, NCASA Communications Manager 

919-703-2487 

rscoggins@ncasa.net 

Visit our website and Twitter for more legislative updates in real time and  

Facebook for NCASA highlights. 
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