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NCASA is thrilled to bring you this year’s School Law 
& Policy Symposium featuring a stellar slate of school 
district in-house counsel who daily advise local board 
members and administrators, attorneys from some of 
NC’s premier education law firms representing                
multiple LEAs, and other state-level education policy 
experts. The updates they will share will provide the 
information and guidance you need for navigating the 
legal and policy issues most affecting your work and 
will prepare you to support your schools, staff and 
students in 2021-2022 and beyond. 

NCASA THANKS ALL OF THESE GREAT ORGANIZATIONS FOR 

THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THIS EVENT! 

10:30-11:00 am REGISTRATION & NETWORKING 

11:00 am –12:00 pm LUNCH ON OWN & NETWORKING 

12:00-12:05 pm Welcome and School Law &                               
Policy  Symposium Overview  

12:05-12:50 pm Legislative Update: 2021 School Law Changes 

12:50-1:35 pm 2021 Budget Update 

1:35-2:00 pm BREAK & NETWORKING 

2:00-2:45 pm State Board of Education Policy Update 

2:45-3:30 pm Standard Course of Study –                               
Process & Upcoming Revisions 

3:30-4:45 pm PANEL: COVID-19 Legal Lessons Learned & 
Looming Issues 

4:45 pm ANNOUNCEMENTS & ADJOURNMENT 

7:30-8:30 am CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST & NETWORKING 

8:30-10:00 am Recent Court Rulings Affecting Public Schools 

10:00-10:15 am COFFEE BREAK & NETWORKING 

10:15–11:30 am Leandro Updates & Next Steps 

11:30 am–12:30 pm NETWORKING LUNCH 

12:30-1:30 pm Breakout Session I 

  Handling Transgender Student Issues 

  Americans with Disabilities Act &                                 
Accommodating Employees 

1:40-2:40 pm Breakout Session II 

  Navigating Child Custody Issues 

  Complying with Public Record                           
Requirements 

2:50-3:50 pm Breakout Session III 

  Free Speech, Codes of Conduct &                                         
Student Discipline 

  Best Practices in Contracts,                           
Purchasing & Ethics 

3:50 pm ADJOURNMENT FROM FINAL BREAKOUT  

Tuesday, September 21, 2021 

Monday, September 20, 2021  

NC State University has a FREE guest Wi-Fi account called 
ncsu_guest. Simply go to the wi-fi option on your phone or device 
and select ‘ncsu_guest.’ Open a web browser to be redirected to 
Guest Wireless Access, and click “I agree”  to the left of the wolf.  

NCASA has been approved for 10 hours of general CLE credit. 
Please send your NC State Bar number to Legal Affairs & Policy  
Manager, Elizabeth Yelverton at eyelverton@ncasa.net, or visit the 
registration desk during our symposium. Partial credit forms are               
available.  

CONTINUING EDUCATION UNIT INFORMATION 

NCASA is offering 10 contact hours / 1 CEU unit for your attendance. 
NCASA members may access their certificate within our member   
portal at members.ncasa.net. Nonmembers will be emailed their                
certificates. Questions? Contact Assistant Executive Director,          
Karen Owens, at kowens@ncasa.net. 

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION CREDIT INFORMATION 

North Carolina                                         
Department of                                      

Public Instruction 

WI-FI ACCESS INFORMATION 

mailto:eyelverton@ncasa.net
mailto:kowens@ncasa.net
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This event is brought to you through the generous support of our                                      
President’s Circle, Leadership Alliance and Diamond Partners: 

Builder Services of North 
Carolina is the leader in                           
comprehensive                  
restoration services to 
the greater Raleigh area. 

We are dedicated to our customer’s and their                    
property. Builder Service of NC maintain outstanding 
customer service through unsurpassed craftsmanship 
and reliable project management. Their expert team 
consists of construction, restoration and remodeling 
specialists who are always striving to exceed                      
expectations. 

https://www.builderservicesnc.com 

Curriculum Associates 
is a rapidly growing            
education company 
committed to making 
classrooms better  

places for teachers and students. We believe that all 
children have the chance to succeed, and our research
-based, award-winning  products, including i-Ready, 
Ready, BRIGANCE and other programs provide       
teachers and administrators with flexible resources that 
deliver meaningful assessments and data-driven,             
differentiated instruction for children.  

http://www.curriculumassociates.com 

■ Unfinished                   
Learning    

■ Family                                    
Engagement    

■ Student College, 
Career & Life    
Readiness    

■ Equity &                      
Unconscious Bias 

■ Educator Mental                     
Wellness   

 

https://www.franklincovey.com/ 

https://www.istation.com/ 

Mark III has assembled a 
team of expert finance       
officers, insurance carrier                
representatives and                          

underwriters, and former top school officials. They 
each work for you – the employer and employee – to 
provide the best insurance solutions possible.  
 
As a family business, Mark III believes that everyone 
needs insurance and no matter what the health issue 
may be, we will help you secure insurance. We work 
for the customer and not the insurance company. 
Providing the best products available at the highest 
level of customer service is what we do and who we 
are. 

https://markiiieb.com/ 

For nearly three                  
decades, Franklin                
Covey Education 
has been one of 

the world’s most prominent and trusted providers of 
educational leadership development, school systems 
change management, and comprehensive social    
emotional learning solutions.                                                                                 

Education Advanced 
provides operations 
tools to enable                  
educators to be more 

efficient, allowing them to dedicate more of their  
valuable time and resources to exceeding student 
needs. EAI’s product offering includes Cardonex, 
TestHound, and BuildYourOwnCurriculum(BYOC). 
These award-winning and patented technology        
solutions significantly advance the efficacy of master 
scheduling, staff planning, curriculum development 
and delivery, and assessment coordination for K-12 
school districts across the country 

https://educationadvanced.com/ 

Istation (Imagination Station) is 
one of the nation’s leading           
providers of richly animated, 
game-like educational                          
technology. Winner of several 
national educational technology 
awards, the Istation program 

puts more instructional time in the classroom 
through small-group and collaborative instruction. 
Istation’s innovative reading, math, and Spanish 
programs immerse students in an engaging and 
interactive environment and inspire them to learn. 
Additionally, administrators and educators can use 
Istation to easily track the progress of their                
students, schools, and classrooms. 

https://www.builderservicesnc.com
http://www.curriculumassociates.com
https://www.franklincovey.com/
https://www.istation.com/
https://markiiieb.com/
https://educationadvanced.com/
https://www.istation.com/About/AwardWinning
https://www.istation.com/Reading
https://www.istation.com/Math
https://www.istation.com/Spanish
https://www.istation.com/SuperSeven/ProvenResults


Newsela is an                 
Instructional Content 
Platform that                 
combines engaging, 
leveled content with 

integrated formative assessments and insights to 
supercharge engagement and learning in every            
subject. Students and teachers use Newsela to find 
digital content from hundreds of the best sources—
from National Geographic to NASA, Biography.com 
to Encyclopedia Britannica, the Washington Post to 
the Wichita Eagle. Content is instructionalized to 
meet students where they are, with interactive tools 
and analytics to take them where they want to go. 
Newsela has become an essential solution for 
schools and districts and is the content platform for 
the connected classroom. 

https://newsela.com/ 

Participate Learning 
is your partner for 
implementing global 
education in K-12 
schools. We are 

committed to empowering educators to strengthen 
student outcomes and promote cultural                     
understanding at home and abroad.                                   
https://www.participatelearning.com/ 

Pierce Group Benefits is a full         
service benefits brokerage               
company that specializes in                 
designing and administering             
benefits packages for North                       
Carolina Public Education. Pierce 
Group currently serves over 125 
NC Education Entities including 

Public School Systems, Community Colleges and 
Charter Schools with over 150,000 employees. Pierce 
Group provides superior benefits with personal service 
and is a one-stop-shop for all your benefit needs.  

http://www.piercegroupbenefits.com 

Scholastic Education 
is your literacy partner 
that helps districts 
transform fragmented 
services into a fully 

integrated continuum of supports to meet the                
academic, social, and emotional needs of all                      
students. Our Mission is to encourage the intellectual 
and personal growth of all children, beginning with 
literacy. 
http://www.scholastic.com/education 
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https://newsela.com/
https://www.participatelearning.com/
http://www.piercegroupbenefits.com
http://www.scholastic.com/education
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GENERAL SESSION  

Legislative Update: School Law Changes                     
12:05 - 12:50 pm                                                                                   
Presented by: Katherine Joyce, NCASA                    
Executive Director & Chief Lobbyist; and                     
Elizabeth Yelverton, JD, NCASA                                                   
Legal Affairs & Policy Manager 

2021 State Budget Update                                       
12:50 - 1:35 pm                                                                                   
Presented by: Alexis Schauss,                                         
Chief Financial Officer, NCDPI 

Despite the devastation caused by COVID-19 
across NC, state lawmakers this year proposed a 
state budget package with historic spending              
levels, including major investments in education 
and several surprise policy pieces. Whether you 
love it or hate it, make sure to hear all about the 
state’s latest spending plan from NCDPI’s Chief 
Financial Officer, whose division handles             
allotments and financial data and reporting for all 
public schools. 

NC lawmakers introduced hundreds of pages of  
K-12  related legislation since the 2021 session 
began in January, and the NCASA Advocacy 
team has been working hard to keep track and 
summarize every law change affecting our 
schools. Make sure to attend this signature 
NCASA segment to learn more about the new 
school law changes affecting 
your schools, students, and staff. 

State Board of Education Policy Update                                                                                                                                 
2:00 - 2:45 pm                                                                                                                                                                     
Presented by: Allison Schafer, JD, General Counsel, NC State Board of Education 

This session features an update on the latest policy directives coming from the State Board of Education and the 
NC Department of Public Instruction. Topics include hot-button, controversial issues such as school openings 
and safety measures in light of the COVID pandemic, educator licensure, instructional standards, high school 
athletics and much more. Don’t miss your opportunity to ask questions and learn more about the state policy 
mandates affecting your school or district. 

Monday, September 20, 2021  
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Founded in 2007, Rethink Ed is an educational technology company headquartered in 
New York City that is transforming the way teachers and students learn, grow, develop, 
and succeed—in school and in life. Rethink Ed helps school districts end the struggle to 
create healthy, positive cultures of learning and brings out the best in administrators, 

teachers, students, and parents. With evidence-based learning solutions, technology-based tools and resources, and                
on-demand video instruction created by a team of educational and clinical experts, Rethink Ed’s platforms (social and emotional 
learning curriculum for all learners; training and professional development for all staff; behavior management suite; and skills 
suite for the most developmentally challenged students connected with data collection and progress monitoring tools) are  
changing the world one student, one teacher, one classroom at a time.  

Ecolab is the global leader in water, hygiene and infection prevention solutions 
and services. Every day, we help make the world cleaner, safer and healthier – 
protecting people and vital resources. In schools, both K-12 and higher educa-
tion, we work with administrators, teachers, and custodial staff to create the 

cleanest, healthiest, and safest environments for employees, visitors, and, most importantly students.  Clean schools and                      
classrooms foster a better learning environment. 



Standard Course of Study - Process & 
Upcoming Revisions                                                                                 
2:45 - 3:30 pm                                                                           
Presented by: Dr. David Stegall, Deputy                      
Superintendent & Chief Academic Officer, NCDPI 

GENERAL SESSION (continued)  
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PANEL: COVID-19 Legal Lessons Learned &                         
Looming Issues  ꟾ  3:30 - 4:45 pm                                                                    
Presented by: Dionne Jenkins, JD, General Counsel,        
Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools; Michele Morris, JD, 
General Counsel, Union County Schools; and Nick Sojka, JD, 
General Counsel, Cumberland County Schools 

Even as the COVID-19 pandemic persists, 
school leaders and the board attorneys that 
counsel them have grown all the more resilient 
in light of over a year of unprecedented                     
challenges. Be sure to hear about where our 
schools have been, and more importantly, 
where our schools are going, in this interactive 
session with our expert panelists covering 
health and safety concerns, continuity of               
operations and crisis communications, remote 
instruction, and more! 

Once academic standards are adopted by the 
North Carolina State Board of Education, the real 
work begins for district and school leaders. To  
offer support and guidance, the North Carolina 
Department of Public Instruction is working on an 
Academic Standards Procedures Manual that will 
include guiding principles, common terminology, 
and an alignment with textbooks and assessments 
to help educators facilitate development of the  
local curriculum. Hear more about this new tool 
and the timeline for which standards will undergo 
revisions soon. 

Monday, September 20, 2021 (continued)  

Tuesday, September 21, 2021  

GENERAL SESSION  

Leandro Update & Next Steps                                     
10:15 - 11:30 am                                                                       
Presented by: Nick Sojka, JD, General Counsel,                 
Cumberland County Schools and Geoff Coltrane,                 
Senior Education Advisor, Office of Governor Roy Cooper  

The Leandro court case has been ongoing for 
over two decades, culminating in the recent                              
recommendation for state lawmakers to spend 
over $5 billion in education investments over the 
next 8 years. But where do we go from here? Be 
sure to find out in this informative session             
outlining next steps for Leandro.  

Recent Court Rulings Affecting                               
Public Schools                                                                
8:30 - 10:00 am                                                                                   
Presented by: Brian Shaw, JD, Schwartz & Shaw, PLLC 

Despite the fact that COVID-19 delayed court                   
proceedings across the country, courts of law                            
continued to issue important decisions affecting                        
education in areas such as student speech, school 
policies, and juvenile justice. This comprehensive 
presentation will get you caught up to speed on all 
the recent court rulings affecting our public 
schools.  

BREAKOUT SESSION I ꟾ  12:30 -  1:30 pm  

This session will discuss laws that school districts should be aware of when evaluating how to serve 
transgender students, including Title IX, the state and federal constitutions (Equal Protection Clause,            
Substantive Due Process Clause, and First Amendment), state anti-bullying laws, FERPA, the IDEA, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the ADA. The presentation will cover topics such as sex-segregated facilities 
(e.g., bathrooms, locker rooms), sports, pronouns and names, bullying, dress codes and disability laws. 

Handling Transgender Student Issues                                                                                                                                     
Presented by: Sarah Saint, JD, Brooks, Pierce, McLendon, Humphrey & Leonard, LLP 
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Tuesday, September 21, 2021 (cont inued)  

Americans with Disabilities Act & Accommodating Employees                                                                                    
Presented by: Dionne Jenkins, JD, General Counsel, Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools 

The same day the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) celebrated its 31st anniversary in late July, the U.S. 
Departments of Justice and Health & Human Services released joint guidance regarding how long-term 
COVID can qualify as a disability covered under the ADA. Be sure to attend this informative session packed 
with practical tips for supporting your staff with disabilities in compliance with the ADA. 

Navigating Child Custody Issues                                
Presented by: Dionne Jenkins, JD, General Counsel, 
Winston-Salem/ Forsyth County Schools 

While some members of the public may hear 
the phrase “child custody” and think of               
problems in a court of law, many school  
leaders know that child custody battles can 
often occur on school grounds. Learn more 
about the role our school leaders can play in 
these disputes, as well as best practices for 
when your school becomes the next                          
battlefield. 

Now more than ever, many schools and their    
leaders are facing relentless public record              
requests, which can unfortunately take valuable 
time away from focusing on our students. This 
session will help administrators navigate changing 
public record requirements and create a more    
efficient and transparent system. 

Complying with Public Record                                       
Requirements                                                                   
Presented by: Emma Hodson, JD,                                 
General Counsel, Pitt County Schools 
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BREAKOUT SESSION I ꟾ  12:30 -  1:30 pm (continued)  

BREAKOUT SESSION II ꟾ  1:40 -  2:40 pm  

BREAKOUT SESSION III  ꟾ  2:50 -  3:50 pm  

Free Speech, Codes of Conduct &                      
Student Discipline                                                     
Presented by: Michele Morris, JD,                                             
General Counsel, Union County Schools 

The session will help school leaders navigate 
student speech in a politically charged                             
environment. The presentation will include                   
discussion of the legal framework, off-campus 
speech, the most recent US Supreme Court 
Case, B.L. v. Mahanoy  Area School District, as 
well as practical considerations and best                         
practices.   

Best Practices in Contracts,                                              
Purchasing & Ethics                                                 
Presented by: Jim O’Rourke, JD,                                                   
Assistant Legal Counsel, Superintendent Searches, 
NC School Boards Association  

This session will provide an overview of the          
federal and state legal requirements for                      
contracting and purchasing applicable to school 
administrators. This session also will address 
best practices in order to adhere to relevant             
ethical standards and to comply with legal                    
requirements, including opportunities for                       
attendees to share and discuss their own local 
school system practices related to contracting 
and purchasing.  
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Geoff Coltrane joined Governor Roy Cooper’s administration as the Senior Education Advisor in 2017.  
Previously, he was the Director of Institutional Research and Strategic Initiatives at the NC School of    
Science and Mathematics, the Director of Program and Policy at the Hunt Institute, and the Research and 
Communications Director at the NC New Schools Project. Geoff started his career as an elementary  

teacher in Durham, NC. A North Carolina Teaching Fellow, he started his career as an elementary teacher in 
Durham after earning his education degree from UNC-Chapel Hill. He also holds a master’s in public policy degree 
from Duke University.  

Geoff Coltrane, Senior Education Advisor, Office of Governor Roy Cooper 

Emma Hodson is the General Counsel of the Pitt County Board of Education, where she advises on             
various issues including, but not limited to, federal and state compliance, employment law, board                  
governance, student discipline, litigation, and other education law related topics. Ms. Hodson graduated 

from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill with a Bachelor of Science in Public Health in 2007 and from the 
UNC-CH School of Law with a Juris Doctor in 2010. She is a member of the Education Law Section of the North 
Carolina Bar Association and both the state and national Council of School Attorneys. She is also currently the  
President of the Junior League of Greenville, NC. 

Emma Hodson, JD,  General Counsel, Pitt County Schools 

Dionne Jenkins, JD, General Counsel, Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools 

As General Counsel of the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County (WS/FCS) Board of Education, Dionne      
Jenkins advises on various issues including, but no limited to, compliance, employment law, board    
governance, student discipline, and other education law related topics. Ms. Jenkins graduated from 

Wake Forest University with a B.A. in Political Science in 2003 and from Wake Forest University School of Law 
with a Juris Doctor degree in 2006. Previously in private practice focusing on criminal law defense, family law,            
personal injury, real estate, and general civil litigation, she joined the WS/FCS School Attorney’s Office in 2013. 
She is a member of the Education Law Section of the NC Bar Association and both the state and national Council 
of School Attorneys and is a frequent presenter at school law conferences across the State. 

Katherine Joyce, NCASA Executive Director & Chief Lobbyist 

As Executive Director of the North Carolina Association of School Administrators (NCASA), Katherine 
Joyce directs daily operations in providing communications and professional development services to 
NC school leaders. She also leads NCASA’s advocacy efforts in the NC General Assembly and with 

other policymaking boards and commissions impacting public schools and their personnel. She has served as       
Executive Director since 2013 and as Chief Lobbyist since 2003, after beginning advocacy work for other                  
constituencies in 1998. Katherine is a 2004 graduate of the Education Policy Fellowship Program and holds a 
bachelor’s degree in journalism from UNC-Chapel Hill, with a concentration in political science. 

Michele Morris joined UCPS in January 2008 as General Counsel after serving for more than seven 
years as Associate General Counsel with Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. Prior to that, she                           
represented children in academic settings. She also worked as an adjunct professor in Wingate                

University’s School of Adult and Graduate Education from 2006 through 2013 and in the same capacity at the         
University of North Carolina at Charlotte. Michele is active in both the North Carolina Council of School Attorneys 
and the Education Law Section of the Bar Association, having held positions including Chair, Vice Chair, and               
currently the Executive Committee membership in both organizations. 

Michele Morris, JD, General Counsel, Union County Schools 
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Jim O’Rourke, Assistant Legal Counsel for Superintendent Searches,                                                                

NC School Boards Association 

Jim O’Rourke is an attorney with the North Carolina School Boards Association (NCSBA) specializing in 
education law and policy. He also leads NCSBA’s superintendent search team and has worked with 

school boards across the state to recruit and hire new superintendents. Jim is a proud Triple Tarheel, with a BA, 
MAT, and JD from UNC-Chapel Hill. Jim joined NCSBA in 2014 after working as a higher education law fellow in 
the legal offices at UNC-Chapel Hill and UNC System Office (formerly UNC General Administration). Prior to                 
attending law school, he taught high school social studies for three years. 

Sarah Saint is an attorney with Brooks, Pierce, McLendon, Humphrey and Leonard in Greensboro. A 
former educator, she represents school boards, private schools, and public and private colleges and 
universities in litigation in state and federal courts and administrative agencies. She has experience 

handling a wide range of education law issues, including those involving compliance with federal statutes and              
regulations like the IDEA, Title IX, Title VII, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and the ADA. Sarah has a               
particular focus on broadening awareness of diversity issues within organizations. She has experience handling 
disputes on behalf of trans* persons involving discrimination and obtaining legal name and gender marker changes. 

Sarah Saint, JD, Brooks, Pierce, McLendon, Humphrey & Leonard, LLP 

Allison Schafer, JD, General Counsel, NC State Board of Education 

With 35 years of experience practicing law in North Carolina, Allison Schafer is currently the General 
Counsel for the State Board of Education and the Department of Public Instruction, where she oversees 
legal services, helps draft and implement Board policies, and advises on a wide array of legal issues. 

She attended Wake Forest Law School, graduating in 1983. In 1979, she received her B.A. from Knox College in 
Galesburg, IL. She is a former chair of the National School Boards Association Council of School Attorneys, the 
National Affiliation of Superintendent Searches, and the NC Council of School Attorneys. In 2009 she received the 
“Distinguished Service Award” from the NC Bar Association Education Law Section. 

Alexis Schauss, Chief Financial Officer, NCDPI 

Alexis Schauss has worked at the Department of Public Instruction as the Chief of Information Analysis 
and Reporting, the Director of the Division of School Business and is currently the Chief Financial Officer 
of NC Public Schools. In this role, she has broad responsibilities including the public-school budget and 

allotments; the statewide financial, salary and student data; and related policies, compliance, reporting and analysis. 
She provides critical costing and analysis on education initiatives to the State Budget Office and the General                   
Assembly during the legislative sessions. She graduated from Georgetown University in Washington DC with a                 
degree in accounting and became a licensed Certified Public Accountant. 

Brian Shaw, JD, Schwartz & Shaw, LLC 

Brian Shaw grew up in Southern California and graduated cum laude in 1976 from Harvard College, 
where he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa and received his J.D., cum laude, from Harvard Law School 
in 1980. In 1993, Mr. Shaw joined then Richard A. Schwartz & Associates, became Partner in 1997, and 

the law firm changed its name to Schwartz & Shaw, P.L.L.C. Mr. Shaw is an Adjunct Professor at the Norman A. 
Wiggins School of Law at Campbell University. He is a Past Chairman of the Education Law Section of the North 
Carolina Bar Association and has served on the Board of Directors of the National Council of School Attorneys. 
He is a member of the North Carolina Council of School Attorneys and the National Council of School Attorneys. 
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Elizabeth Yelverton, NCASA Legal Affairs & Policy Manager 

Elizabeth Yelverton currently serves as the Legal Affairs & Policy Manager for the North Carolina              
Association of School Administrators (NCASA), helping school leaders across the state navigate legal 
and policy issues affecting their schools, staff, and students. She obtained her law degree from                

Campbell University School of Law in downtown Raleigh, during which she also worked at the NC General               
Assembly and served as Editor-in-Chief of the Campbell Law Observer. Before attending law school, Elizabeth 
obtained her Bachelor of Arts in English from NC State University. She is a licensed member of the North Carolina 
Bar and currently serves on the NC Bar Association Education Law Council. 

Dr. David Stegall, Deputy Superintendent & Chief Academic Officer, NCDPI  

Dr. David Stegall is the Deputy Superintendent and Chief Academic Officer for the NC                 
Department of Public Instruction, joining in June 2019. In this role, he is responsible for                 
services to over 1.6 million students, 115 school districts and over 200 Charter Schools and 

Residential Schools in North Carolina. He previously served as Vice President for Global Education 
Management Systems (GEMS) in the Middle East, North Africa, and South Asia regions of the world. 
He also served as the Superintendent for Newton-Conover Schools, where 100 percent of schools met 
or exceeded growth in his final two years at the helm.  

Nick Sojka is the Board Attorney for the Cumberland County Board of Education, after  practicing         
education law for a private firm in Laurinburg from 1993 to 2018. He previously served as General 
Counsel in Hoke, Scotland and Clinton City school systems and has represented other LEAs in                 

specialized matters. Nick serves on the Governor’s Commission on Access to a Sound Basic Education. He is 
also the NC Commissioner for the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children and the 
recipient of the Department of Public Instruction’s 2017 Marvin R. Pittman Champions for Education Award. A 
Durham native, he received his undergraduate degree from the College of William and Mary and law degree at 
the University of Virginia.  

Nick Sojka, JD, General Counsel, Cumberland County Schools 




